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SHADOW OF THE GEODE

In this modern information age, it is hard to reconcile the fact that 
the sheer volume of material that is being published is minuscule in 
comparison to what is being written. In another time, good writers 
and poets were in high demand due to their rarity. Now you could 
scarcely walk down the street without running into a poet - should 
you be inclined to inquire with every passing stranger the method of 
their creative outlet. And in a artist haven such as the Village, talent 
is overflowing.

Such talent is what makes events like the Alternative New Year’s Day 
Spoken Word / Performance Extravaganza viable. There are only a 
few cities in the world where this kind of event is even possible let 
alone probable. To be more precise, there are few cities in the world 
where this kind of event can take place with this much raw talent 
onboard. And New York City is probably at the top of the list.

The ability to keep up with the leviathan tide of word and verse that 
washes over us is an unknowable skill to even the most diligent 
editor, let alone reader. It is for this reason that we rely on the 
ANTHOLOGY, both large and small collections, to keep us resolvent. 
Without them, so many wonderful voices would just be lost to the 
currents.

Talent must be cultivated and harvested like any plentiful crop. 
After all, as was stated, it is not the artist that is in short supply, 
but the fans, followers, witnesses, critics, commentators, and 
documentarians that we need to encourage into existence. That is the 
purpose of this volume and many like it: To record and disseminate 
the voices for the current and future throngs of observers. To keep 
the audience alive. 

What’s a crop without consumers? And what better way to attract 
the consumer than a yearly gathering of the greatest? And what 
better companion to the spectacle than the archive? What other 
than the need to create provides the need for a book to be filled? 
What other than a need to fill an intellectual void provides the need 
for a book to be read? 

Provide an opportunity for the poet to find an audience, and they 
will produced. ANYDSWPE is one such opportunity. An occasion for 
the proliferation of the word. A reason to want to help fatten a 
rather attractive treatise that will make a very comely figure on a 
book shelf. Where it may dwell in perpetuity, losing a bit of its gloss 
year after year to the rubbing of thumbs and palms on paper, until it 
is rubbed dirty-gray along the cut from repeated perusals.

FOREWORD



By the method of the anthology, there is given up by many a writer, 
capable of producing the most profoundest of universal subjects, a 
contribution to the cause. Seventy poets with seventy voices, with 
seventy reasons to want (or need) to entertain, with thousands 
of fans of the art form willing to listen and embrace their efforts. 
Or, at least, thousands is the hope. HOPE is still one of the more 
acceptable of the irrational pleasures, isn’t it?

So, reader, I hope you find our book very satisfying. You should buy 
extra copies and pass them along. 

Really... Do that! And thanks.

- C. D. Johnson, Editor

ANYDSWPE - 2015 Anthology
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changed things but he continued to set up the structure and curating
________
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Wilson

Bakar Wilson is a fellow of Cave Canem, the prestigious organization 
nourishing vital new voices in African-American poetry. He has performed 
his work at the Bowery Poetry Club, Poetry Project, The Studio Museum 
of Harlem, and The Asian-American Writer’s Workshop among others. His 
poetry has appeared in The Vanderbilt Review, Stretching Panties, The 
Brooklyn Rail, and Flicker and Spark: A Contemporary Queer Anthology. 
A native of Tennessee, Bakar received his B.A. in English from Vanderbilt 
University and his M.A. in Creative Writing from The City College of New 
York. He is an Adjunct Professor of English at Borough of Manhattan 
Community College at CUNY.
________

Yung

Susan L. Yung - Domestic–violence; misogynist–hater; anti–racist; 
democractic–anarchist; ghettoe–girl; Chinatown–Harlem; East Village–West 
Village; homesteader–gentrifier; yuppie–squatter; homeless–sheltered; 
American–Asian; World–Traveller; Adventress–Common–Law–Wife; 
Photographer–Videographer; Martial–Fine–Artist; Musician–Drummer; 
Artist–Scientist; Geologist–Librarian; Mathematician–Designer; Collector–
Exhibitionist; Buyer–Seller; Cook–Politician; Migrant–worker; Independent– 
Dependent; Pacifist–Activist.
________
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