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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this anthology celehrating the 20th anniversary of
the Alternative New Year’s Day Spoken Word / Performance
Extravaganza.

It’s unbelievahle that an event that started out with a whisper
and a prayer has heen up and running for going on two decades.

This is the first anthology that we have undertaken, although
during the very early years we asked participants to bring
multiple copies of a piece of writing for a collating effort, and
a special issue of Stained Sheets (a hroadside I used to edit
under the auspices of ABC NO RIOQ) featured very short poems
hy writers responding to the theme of our third year which was
El Nifio.

We wish we could have given all the writers / performers
featured in the 2014 event a chance to appear in print but
our early submission deadline precluded that from happening;
in the natural and normal course of events some people were
invited to perform after the deadline.

The Alternative (as we call it for short) started on January
1st, 1995 at Café Nico on Avenue A hetween East 6th and 7th
Streets in the East Village (ahove the legendary Pyramid Cluh).

Larry Jones was the proprietor of the club and opened its
doors to us for five fahulous years of high energy and raucous
celebrations of the spoken word, performance, music, and
dance.

One prize memory - lining the steps up to Nico with absconded
copies of The Village Voice (which failed to even list our event)
so that attendees could deservedly trample them.

From there we moved for two years to the now late lamented
CBGB’S and then for two years to the Knitting Factory on
Leonard Street in Tribecca (the first year in the wake of 911),
and then for nine years to our longtime home at the Bowery
Poetry Club (a big thank you to Bob Holman), last year to Dixon
Place (thank you Ellie Covan), and now a new era dawning as
we celebrate our anniversary at the great Nuyorican Poets Café
(thank you Daniel Gallant and Jason Quinones).

There have heen many wrinkles thrown in as the years have
gone hy - this year the anthology and last as well as this the
incorporation of images drawn from the work of artists who
participate in the ambitious holiday show at Richie Timperio’s
Sideshow Gallery on Bedford Avenue in Williamshurg.

- Bruce Weher
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There are so many people to thank for helping make the Alternative such
arewarding and successful experience each year. For our early years I am
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Aug Lytle, Boni Joi, Peter Kozlowski, Su Polo and Puma Perl, who help
with the ins and outs and asides that make up putting this complex event
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food and hooks and the one year we collected coats.

The list of people who have helped make this event possible over the
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the hosts and curators of New Year’s days pasts, all of whom have helped
so much to make each January 1st a remarkabhle day.

We’d also like the thank the audience, and specifically the East and West
Village community that continues to show up every year, making the
Alternative New Year’s Day Spoken Word / Performance Extravaganza
one of the most successful yearly poetry events to ever take place in New
York City.

Finally, I want to again thank my wife Joanne Pagano Weher, who has
attended every event and run the hook and sales tahle and heen there as
a remarkable partner in every aspect of what we do.

- Bruce Weher



Twenty years and we are still
burning,
burning words,
sounds,
noise,
bringing our spirits to the stage...

We are all stars,
we will not be incinerated nor
eclipsed,
our voices in transit as we burn...
we burmn...
we burmn...

Come Celebrate 20 Years in
the Light! Through the storms,
through the fires, through the re-
cession, despite the developers
raising the rents and ousting peo-
ple — the Alternative New Year’s
Day Extravaganza continues! This
annual event has hecome a tradi-
tion that gives voice to a culturally
diverse group of performers of all
ages. It is a multi-media event and
includes musicians and artists of
all kinds, in addition to the ram-
bunctious, irreverent poets who
have gathered together for the last
two decades. Join us at the leg-
endary Nuyorican Poets Café! Add
your poetic language to the mix!

- Miriam Stanley
- Puma Perl
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Year's Day Spoken Word / Performance Extravaganza - the
2014 event marking the 20th Anniversary of this uniquely
New York tradition.

é! This anthology is a project celebrating The Alternative New

The collection features the diverse work of many of the participantsin
what is recognizably a very verhose affair; from the seasoned
wordsmith, to the literarily licentious, to the cerehrally provocative.

A.N.Y.D.S.W.PE. takes place every year in New York City's historic
East Village. Hundreds of people funnel into the venue during an eight
hour marathon reading on January 1st. To make the 20th anniversary
extra-special, this year it was held at the world-famous Nuyorican
Poets Café.

Why does such an event exist? Well, if you are going to write poetry,
you might as well read it aloud. And if you are going to read it aloud,
people might as well come and listen. And if people are going to come
and listen, you might as well make a party of it. And if you are going to
make a party of it, it might as well he one of the higgest parties of the
year, and if it's going to he one of the higgest parties of the year, you
might as well invite some of the hest artists, writers, and performers to
come and entertain the masses. You can also get drunk and fall in love
while you're at it.

In the event that you cannot make the party, we've put together this
convenient little volume so you can sample the wonder, wisdom,
brilliance, and madness without having to go outside. And if you did
come to the party, well this hook was a sure-fire way to take a poet
home with you at the end of the night. No need to thank us. Your
happiness is the only reward we require.

...That and the price for the copy.
Enjoy.

-C.D. Johnson
ISBN 978-0-9840982-9-3

Press
ANYDSWPE Imprint
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