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Welcome to this anthology celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
the Alternative New Year’s Day Spoken Word / Performance 
Extravaganza.

It’s unbelievable that an event that started out with a whisper 
and a prayer has been up and running for going on two decades.

This is the first anthology that we have undertaken, although 
during the very early years we asked participants to bring 
multiple copies of a piece of writing for a collating effort, and 
a special issue of Stained Sheets (a broadside I used to edit 
under the auspices of ABC NO RIO) featured very short poems 
by writers responding to the theme of our third year which was 
El Niño.

We wish we could have given all the writers / performers 
featured in the 2014 event a chance to appear in print but 
our early submission deadline precluded that from happening; 
in the natural and normal course of events some people were 
invited to perform after the deadline.

The Alternative (as we call it for short) started on January 
1st, 1995 at Café Nico on Avenue A between East 6th and 7th 
Streets in the East Village (above the legendary Pyramid Club).

Larry Jones was the proprietor of the club and opened its 
doors to us for five fabulous years of high energy and raucous 
celebrations of the spoken word, performance, music, and 
dance.

One prize memory – lining the steps up to Nico with absconded 
copies of The Village Voice (which failed to even list our event) 
so that attendees could deservedly trample them.

From there we moved for two years to the now late lamented 
CBGB’S and then for two years to the Knitting Factory on 
Leonard Street in Tribecca (the first year in the wake of 911), 
and then for nine years to our longtime home at the Bowery 
Poetry Club (a big thank you to Bob Holman), last year to Dixon 
Place (thank you Ellie Covan), and now a new era dawning as 
we celebrate our anniversary at the great Nuyorican Poets Café 
(thank you Daniel Gallant and Jason Quinones).

There have been many wrinkles thrown in as the years have 
gone by – this year the anthology and last as well as this the 
incorporation of images drawn from the work of artists who 
participate in the ambitious holiday show at Richie Timperio’s 
Sideshow Gallery on Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg.

- Bruce Weber

INTRODUCTION
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There are so many people to thank for helping make the Alternative such 
a rewarding and successful experience each year. For our early years I am 
most indebted to Larry Jones for his support and collaboration. My wife 
Joanne Pagano Weber was instrumental for many years in terms of the 
set design and visual imagery surrounding the show. For the tenth year, 
she collaborated with Yuko Otomo on a radiant design that still sparkles 
in memory. Su Polo has created memorable sets for many, many years, 
bringing whimsy and creativity and unexpected materials into play. 
Miriam Stanley has served as associate producer for several years, and 
has also stepped up when other responsibilities or duties have pulled my 
attention away (including much of the early stages of this year’s event).

Bob Heman designed our visuals for a number of years, and C. D. Johnson 
has been our graphic designer, web-maven, and now co-publisher (with 
Miriam and  myself) of this anthology. C. D. has worked with our 
multifarious themes to seamlessly create an image, look and identity for 
past number of seasons.Our current staff, some of whom have helped for 
a number of events, includes Madeline Artenberg, Robert Roth, Ellen 
Aug Lytle, Boni Joi, Peter Kozlowski, Su Polo and Puma Perl, who help 
with the ins and outs and asides that make up putting this complex event 
together with its reach towards enlisting charitable donations such as 
food and books and the one year we collected coats.

The list of people who have helped make this event possible over the 
years is a long one and I am afraid I will miss mentioning key people, 
but let me give it a try: Grace Period, Jan McLaughlin, Brian Boyles, 
Tsaurah Litzky, Nigia Stephens, John Holt, Bob Hart, Nelson Alxndre, 
Cenen, Steve Dalachinsky, George Spencer, Peter Kernz, J. M. Thiesen 
de Gonzalez, Ice, Big Mike, Pete Dolack, Fran Luck, Jeanne Dickey, Tom 
O., Ngoma, David Huberman, Mindy Levokove, Susan Sherman, Alam 
and all our friends at the New York Copy Center,  Books Through Bars, 
Regie Cabico, Steve Cannon, Rosette Capotorto, Pablo Felix, William 
Hohauser, Eleanor Levine, Material for the Arts, Amy Ooizinian, Pogo, 
Yarrow Reagen, Jackie Sheeler, Danny Shot and Lydia Tomkie, and our 
dear and muchly missed friends and staff, Jushi and Brant Lyon, and all 
the hosts and curators of New Year’s days pasts, all of whom have helped 
so much  to make each January 1st a remarkable day.

We’d also like the thank the audience, and specifically the East and West 
Village community that continues to show up every year, making the 
Alternative New Year’s Day Spoken Word / Performance Extravaganza 
one of the most successful yearly poetry events to ever take place in New 
York City.

Finally, I want to again thank my wife Joanne Pagano Weber, who has 
attended every event and run the book and sales table and been there as 
a remarkable partner in every aspect of what we do.
 
- Bruce Weber
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Twenty years and we are still 
burning,

burning words,
sounds,
noise,

bringing our spirits to the stage…

We are all stars,
we will not be incinerated nor 

eclipsed,
our voices in transit as we burn…

we burn…
we burn…

Come Celebrate 20 Years in 
the Light! Through the storms, 
through the fires, through the re-
cession, despite the developers 
raising the rents and ousting peo-
ple – the Alternative New Year’s 
Day Extravaganza continues! This 
annual event has become a tradi-
tion that gives voice to a culturally 
diverse group of performers of all 
ages. It is a multi-media event and 
includes musicians and artists of 
all kinds, in addition to the ram-
bunctious, irreverent poets who 
have gathered together for the last 
two decades. Join us at the leg-
endary Nuyorican Poets Café! Add 
your poetic language to the mix!

- Miriam Stanley
- Puma Perl
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This  a project celebrating The Alternative New 
Year's Day Spoken Word / Performance Extravaganza - the �2014 event marking the 20th Anniversary of this uniquely 

New York tradition.

The collection features the diverse work of many of the participants in  
what is recognizably a very verbose affair; from the seasoned 
wordsmith, to the literarily licentious, to the cerebrally provocative.

A.N.Y.D.S.W.P.E. takes place every year in New York City's historic 
East Village. Hundreds of people funnel into  the venue during an eight 
hour marathon reading on January 1st. To make the 20th anniversary 
extra-special, this year it was held at the world-famous Nuyorican 
Poets Café.

Why does such an event exist? Well, if you are going to write poetry, 
you might as well read it aloud. And if you are going to read it aloud, 
people might as well come and listen. And if people are going to come 
and listen, you might as well make a party of it. And if you are going to 
make a party of it, it might as well be one of the biggest parties of the 
year, and if it's going to be one of the biggest parties of the year, you 
might as well invite some of the best artists, writers, and performers to 
come and entertain the masses. You can also get drunk and fall in love 
while you're at it.

In the event that you cannot make the party, we've put together this 
convenient little volume so you can sample the wonder, wisdom, 
brilliance, and madness without having to go outside. And if you did 
come to the party, well this book was a sure-fire way to take a poet 
home with you at the end of the night. No need to thank us. Your 
happiness is the only reward we require.

...That and the price for the copy.

Enjoy.
- C. D. Johnson
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